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Don’s fire career started in 1962 with an initial job with the USFS as summer help firefighter.
Don obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree in Marine Engineering, from California Maritime Academy.  A part of the extensive training included fighting Ship board Fires
Don joined the Hat Creek Volunteer Fire Department in 1974, the year it was started.   
He was one of the original 10 members that started the Department.  
Don was “voted in” as Assistant Chief in 1978, and took over as Fire Chief in the spring of 1980.
Don spent until 1999 as Chief, helping with training and learning.  Totaling 25 years with the Hat Creek Volunteers, a part of Shasta County Fire Department
Also in 1980, Don became a Medical, Advanced Life Support provider.
In 1997 Don was hired by Mercy Life Support as a LSU Paramedic, where he worked until the spring of 2012.
In the year 1999, Don was approached by Community Members of Mountain Gate and asked to consider applying for their open Fire Chief’s Job.  He accepted, signing on as Fire Chief on January 1st, 2000 and is still serving.
Being a member of the Fire Chief’s Association of Shasta County, he served 3 years as Secretary-Treasurer, then as President for a few years, and became the designated Association Member of the Shasta Tehama, Trinity, Public Safety Training Consortium. (SHIELD)  
He serves today as Fire Chief for Mountain Gate, and as Executive Board Member for SHIELD


